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million. It has bread and clean roiirls with
many huge buildings on f-hiier =ides of them.
It is the most beautiful city, siirrounded by
high hills. It is the centre o; the tourist
business of Japan. A little over one thouafind
years ago, during the reign of the Emperor
Kammu tlie city became the capital ol Japan
which remained the metropolis until the
beginning of the Heiji era. Such villas as
Kinka-kuji and Ginka-kuji are typical of the
architecture of the Muroraachi era which
began about five- hundred and fifty years
ago. There are several Buddhist temples,
such as, Higashi, Honganji, Nishi-Honganji,
Chion-in and Kiyomizudera which are
the large old picturesque buildings. As
the city remained the capital of Japan for
many years, it became famous for its industrial
arts. It is also famous xor its nishijin fabrics,
artistic dyed goods, lacquer ware and fans.
Nishijin fabrics are required for tapestry,
table-cloths and provide material for gorgeous
fyomonos of the fair sex. At Gion along
the river Kamo that runs through this ancient
capital graceful dancers and geisha girls,
dressed in old Japanese costumes, entertain
the foreign visitors with the popular cherry